
       

 
 
 
 
Dear SDFA Families & Friends, 
Have you ever thought about why you chose to live 
here in Fort Atkinson?  As a 1986 transplant to the 
community, I can tell you my wife and I have thought 
about that very question and for us, the answer is 
simple.  It’s the quality of life and the opportunities 
Fort Atkinson offers.   

Although it was somewhat by chance that we found 
Fort, we fell in love with the community and all that 
it has to offer.  As residents for the past 27 ½ years, 
we continue to believe we made a very good choice 
to live and raise our four children in this wonderful 
community.   This is the only hometown our children 
know.  Quite frankly, we can’t imagine living 
anywhere else!   

Just like many of you, we wanted to live in a 
community with strong schools and an equally strong 
base of community support for education.  We have 
found that to be true here in Fort Atkinson.  As 
parents, we are grateful for the quality opportunities 
and services our children have received to help them 
realize their academic and personal potentials. 

Schools are an integral part of our community and 
contribute to the quality of life we enjoy today.  
There is no question that our future and the quality 
of our lives here in Fort Atkinson, will be greatly 
influenced by the education we provide our children. 

On April 1st, our 
community will make a 
collective decision that 
will have a significant 
impact on our children, 
our community, and our 

quality of life.  I urge you to become informed about 
the upcoming school referendum so you may 
exercise your right to vote with a full understanding 
of the issue before our community. 

The referendum is about many things and most 
certainly it is about our children and our quality of 
life! The bottom line?  Strong schools make strong 
communities. 

 

 

 

 

                                                       MARCH 2014 

      

REFERENDUM PRESENTATIONS 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 3 – 6:30 to 7:45 pm, Fort 

Atkinson Senior Center, 307 Robert Street, Fort 
Atkinson.  Hosted by Heart of the City in support of 
its goal of encouraging citizen engagement. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4 - 6:30 to 7:45 pm, Luther 

Elementary School Boardroom, 205 Park Street, Fort 
Atkinson. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 – 4:00 to 5:00 pm, 

Superintendent Parent Advisory, Luther 
Administrative Center,  201 Park Street, Fort 
Atkinson.   

MONDAY, MARCH 17 – 6:30 to 7:45 pm, Dwight 

Foster Public Library, FCCU Community Room, 209 
Merchants Ave., Fort Atkinson.   Hosted by Heart of 
the City in support of its goal of encouraging citizen 
engagement. 

 

RECEIVE EMAILS OR TEXTS 
If you would like to receive referendum information 
via email or text, please provide us your contact 
information by following this link 

www.fortschools.org/contactme 

 

www.fortschools.org/referendum 

TWITTER @FortSchools 

 

The School District of Fort Atkinson is committed to delivering 

the quality opportunities and services each student needs to 

achieve his or her academic and personal potential. 

  

http://www.fortschools.org/contactme
http://www.fortschools.org/referendum


 

 

 
 

New voter?  Need an absentee ballot? 

Go To:  https://myvote.wi.gov/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24 – 28   
Classes Resume March 31 

REFERENDUM FAQ 
Why Do We Need A Referendum? 
The School District is in the last year of a three-year 
referendum that was passed in 2011.  At the end of this 
school year, the District will lose $694,000 of revenue as 
the referendum sunsets. That loss of revenue combined 
with a lower level of financial support from the State 
creates the financial burden to be addressed by the April 
1st referendum.  Although the School District is committed 
to maintaining and strengthening quality educational 
programs and services for our students, the loss of 
referendum dollars and the decrease in state funding will 
not allow us to do so. 

What will this do to my taxes? 

 
It is estimated there will be a net zero tax impact over the 
course of the three years of this referendum resulting in 
no additional tax burden to local homeowners.   
 

How can the amount of the referendum 
increase, yet my taxes don’t increase? 
Due to the District’s careful financial planning and the 
prepayment of outstanding debt, it is possible for this 
referendum to be $1.75 million without a tax levy 
increase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is on the ballot? 
Shall the School Board of the School District of Fort Atkinson 
be authorized to exceed the revenue limit under Section 
121.91 of the Wisconsin Statutes beginning with the 2014-15 
school year through the 2016-17 school year on a 
nonrecurring basis by an amount of $1,750,000 each year for 
the purpose of paying District operating costs in support of 
delivering the quality opportunities and services each 
student needs to achieve his or her academic and personal 
potential as provided in the foregoing resolution? 

 

 

2014-15 School Calendar 
 
 

The Board of Education approved the 
calendar for the 2014-15 school year.  The 
calendar is available on the District’s website 
at www.fortschools.org or at school offices.  

 
 
 
 

APRIL 1st 

OPEN ENROLLMENT APPLICATION WINDOW 
February 3 - April 30, 2014 

 
Wisconsin's inter-district open enrollment 
program allows parents to apply for their children 
to attend school districts other than the one in 
which they live.  
 
For more information, please contact Debbie 
Kopps, Administrative Assistant to Dr. Zaspel, at 
koppsd@fortschools.org  or Public School Open 
Enrollment Program, Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI  
53707-7841.  Toll-free:  888-245-2732 or 
openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov.  Website:  
http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_psctoc. 
 

More information is also available on the School 
District of Fort Atkinson's website at 
www.fortschools.org. 

https://myvote.wi.gov/
http://www.fortschools.org/
mailto:koppsd@fortschools.org
http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_psctoc
http://www.fortschools.org/

